
“If it could happen in Ireland, with the history of Ireland, I’d like to think 

it could happen anywhere.”  - Henry Kissinger 

In the 1990s, the NCAFP, under the spirited leadership of its Chairman, William J. 

Flynn, then Chairman, President and CEO of Mutual of America, committed itself to 

providing an open forum for the parties to the deadly struggle in Northern Ireland 

(republicans and nationalists, loyalists and unionists) to resolve what the NCAFP 

maintained were not intractable, but soluble problems. 

 

Through Track I ½ and Track II initiatives and public diplomacy programs in New 

York, Washington, DC, 

Belfast, Dublin, the Brit-

ish Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, and 10 Downing 

Street, the NCAFP ma-

terially contributed to 

Sinn Fein’s announce-

ment of a cessation of 

hostilities in August 

1994, which was fol-

lowed by the Loyalist 

cease-fire in October of that same year.  The Northern Ireland Peace 

Process culminated in the Good Friday Agreement in 1998 and the 

establishment of the first power-sharing government in the North. 

For his extraordinary contribution to peace, Mr. Flynn was awarded 

an honorary CBE (Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the 

British Empire) by Queen Elizabeth II. In his honor the NCAFP 

established the William J. Flynn Initiative for Peace Award.  
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Grace Kennan Warnecke ,Vice President and Trustee, NCAFP, Editor 

Chenelle Bonavito, Senior Program Coordinator, NCAFP, Designer 

In May, at a spell binding talk given by Aaron David Miller on the Middle East, Dr. 
Schwab ended the evening by thanking Miller for philosophizing which, he said, has never 
happened in 40 years of NCAFP history. I still remember Miller’s opening, “Why do you 
never wash a rented car?” This was one of many captivating pictures Miller painted 
throughout the evening. Sitting at the Cosmopolitan Club, I thought back on the unusually 
rewarding list of programs that the NCAFP sponsored this fortieth anniversary year. 

 

The talks spanned a large part of the globe and focused on many critical areas.  Fittingly, 
our board member, Ambassador Thomas Pickering, who launched the season with an inci-
sive talk on Iran and the Middle East, will also end the season, speaking at the Annual 
Dinner on Russia and the U.S.: Conflict or Cooperation.  Pickering’s first discussion was fol-
lowed by a lively program on human source intelligence led by David Hunt, and a U.S. 
cybersecurity policy public program addressed by a panel of experts.  This program was 
followed by a standing room only conversation between Ambassador Frank Wisner and 
Dr. Vali Nasr on the Sunni-Shi’a sectarian divide, which shed a lot of light on why this 

split plays such an important role in the Middle East today. 

 

Later in the season, a totally different take on this part of the world was given by Murat Köprülü on Turkey today, part of 
the Talking Turkey series, introduced by NCAFP Vice President and Trustee, Hatice Morrissey. With a brilliant use of 
maps, Köprülü reviewed the entire Turkish history in one lecture without losing his audience!  

 

This was capped by a three part series on the Middle East, a day long seminar, a public program and a salon for patron 
members spearheaded by Amir Taheri, Iranian born journalist, and a Senior Fellow for the NCAFP’s Middle East Project.   

 

These programs, our link to the NCAFP community, do not appear out of thin air.  Planning and chasing down well known 
speakers, dealing with last minute drop-outs and requests, is the hard work of the NCAFP Program Committee spearhead-
ed by Edie Holbrook, NCAFP Vice President and Trustee and our Program Director, Elena Garofalo.  Hats off to them!  

 

The NCAFP would also like to extend a warm welcome to all our new members!  For those of you who are long-time 
members of the NCAFP, you have probably noticed several new faces in the audience. We are thrilled to announce that this 
year our membership has increased by over thirty percent.  

 

Elena and Edie, backed by the Committee, are already hard at work on the fall line-up and I can’t wait!  Members of the 
NCAFP community who have a specific speaker or issue that they would like to see us explore should feel free to contact 
the NCAFP offices.  

 

In the meantime, I wish everyone a good start to the summer season! 



Photos from Recent NCAFP Events  
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Top left: NCAFP Transatlantic  Relations Project Director, Dr. Bernard Brown and NCAFP 

Middle East Project Senior Fellow, Amir Taheri during the reception at “The Middle East and 

Emerging Geopolitical Faultlines: A Focus on Iran” 

Center left: NCAFP student members during the reception at “Turkey at a Historic Crossroad” 

Bottom left:: Murat Köprülü (left) speaking with Mrs. Catherine Cuthell and Dr. Da-

vid Cuthell during the reception at “Turkey at a Historic Crossroad” 

Top right: NCAFP student member Zeina Zeidan speaking with NCAFP members Beth Ring 

(center) and Linda Eidelberg during the reception at “Turkey at a Historic Crossroad” 

Bottom right: Fulbright Scholar, Jet Vonk (left), Phyllis Lee, and NCAFP member Mike 

Uretsky during the reception at “Turkey at a Historic Crossroad” 

Photos ©2014 by Namisha Bansal  



U.S.-China Relations Since the Sunnylands Summit: Managing Rising Tensions in a 
Troubled Region  

The 21st century will feature 
growing strategic competition 
between a rising China and a 
powerful America, especially in 
the Asia-Pacific region, but this 
competition need not lead to 
conflict if it is properly man-
aged. The June 2013 summit 
between Presidents Barack 
Obama and Xi Jinping, in 
which the two leaders agreed to 
build a "new model of great 
power relations," was an im-
portant recognition of this 
proposition.  

The NCAFP assembled an 
influential group of American 
and Chinese officials and 
scholars in New York on Janu-
ary 24, 2014 to discuss the state 
of bilateral relations since the 
Sunnylands summit.    

The meeting came at a time of 
rising tensions in Northeast 
Asia due to the downturn in 
relations between China and 
Japan and between Japan and 
South Korea, adverse U.S. and 
regional reaction to China's 
declaration of an "air defense 
identification zone" (ADIZ) 
that includes areas controlled 
by Japan and South Korea, and 
a continuing impasse in reviv-
ing the Six-Party Talks aimed at 
denuclearization of North Ko-
rea. 

Participants from both coun-
t r i e s  agreed that  the 
Sunnylands summit had given a 
new sense of direction to the 
bilateral relationship—one that 
incorporates three important 
elements: a mutual recognition 
of the need to avoid the so-
called "Thucydides trap" in 
which a rising power and an 
established power inevitably 
come into conflict; a mutual 
agreement to try to increase 
cooperation in areas where 
there is a shared interest; and a 

common understanding that 
disagreements in one area of 
the relationship should not be 
allowed to damage the overall 
relationship. 

There was also general agree-
ment that although the rela-
tionship remains a mix of 
cooperation and competition, 
there are many potential areas 
for cooperation and a grow-
ing ability to manage a crisis 
should one occur. (As an 
American official said recent-
ly, the relationship is 
"increasingly mature.")  Also, 
both sides recognize that a 
pattern of robust economic 
interdependence adds ballast 
to the relationship. 

The bad news is that strategic 
competition between the U.S. 
and China and between Chi-
na and Japan is on the rise 
and managing this competi-
tion will be a real challenge.  
The three most pressing is-
sues are:  1. How to reduce 
China-Japan tensions and to 
improve the trilateral relation-
ship; 2. How to bring North 
Korea back to the path of 
denuclearization it seemed to 
be on in 2005-07; 3. How to 
ease U.S. and regional con-
cerns over China’s declara-
tion of an ADIZ in the East 
China Sea and deal with terri-
torial and maritime disputes 

in the South China Sea.  

It was concluded that an early 
test of the Obama-Xi agree-
ment to build a “new model 
of great power relations” will 
be whether or not the two 
powers can cooperate to re-
duce rising tensions in the 
region. Listed here are ways 
in which China and the US 
can reach common ground. 

First, the United States and 
China must both work to 
ease China-Japan tensions 
and to improve trilateral co-
operation among the three 
powers in the region. As one 
American participant said, 
"the goal should be to put the 
Senkaku-Diaoyu issue back 
on the shelf and to shift the 
focus to joint development of 
seabed resources in the East 
China Sea and the conclusion 
of a fisheries agreement mod-
eled on the April 2013 agree-
ment between Japan and Tai-
wan."       

While working to ease China-
Japan tensions, the United 
States will need to continue 
to make clear that America's 
security commitments apply 
to Japan in the event territo-
ries under its administrative 
control are threatened or at-
tacked.  

Second, the United States, 

China and other powers in 

the region, including Japan 

and the ROK, need to con-

sider a far-reaching proposal 

aimed at fundamentally trans-

forming regional relations. 

This might take the form of 

the proposal by ROK Presi-

dent Park to develop a 

"Northeast Asia Peace and 

Cooperation Init iat ive" 

(NAPCI). Or there could be a 

Strategic competition 

between the U.S. and 

China and between 

China and Japan is on 

the rise and managing 

this competition will be 

a real challenge.   
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Northeast Asia version of the 

Helsinki Process to deal with 

ideological differences and ter-

ritorial disputes. As one Ameri-

can participant said, "the Hel-

sinki negotiations culminated in 

non-binding accords pledging 

respect for sovereignty and 

international law and called for 

all participating parties to re-

frain from the threat or use of 

force."   

Third, territorial disputes and 
conflicting maritime claims 
require, as Danny Russel, Assis-
tant Secretary, Bureau of East 
Asian and Pacific Affairs said 
on February 5, 2014, "serious 
and sustained diplomacy be-
tween the claimants to address 
overlapping claims in a peace-
ful, non-coercive way." All the 
relevant parties need to agree to 
lower tensions and avoid esca-
lation.  And they need to "put 
in place practical mechanisms 
to prevent incidents or manage 
them when they occur" (Russel, 
op cit.). And they all need to 
agree to oppose unilateral steps 
that change the status quo in 
the East and South China Seas. 

Fourth, there must be increased 
transparency by the region's 
militaries.  

Finally, the United States, Chi-
na and other parties to the Six 
Party Talks, need to find ways 
to bring North Korea back to 
the path of denuclearization it 
was on in 2005-07.  A continu-
ation of North Korea's nuclear 
and missile buildup, a contin-
ued standoff in U.S.-DPRK 
relations and continued ten-
sions between North and South 
Korea will all eventually com-
bine to jeopardize peace and 
stability in the region. 

*Excerpt from a conference report– full text 
available at www.ncafp.org  

By Donald S. Zagoria  



Photos from the March 18 Event: What Will the Rising Sunni– Shi’a Sectarian 
Divide Mean for the Middle East?  
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Top left: Ambassador Frank Wisner (left) and Dr. Vali Nasar  

Middle  left: Meeting attendee (left), NCAFP member Christa  

Percopo, NCAFP member Ann Phillips, and Dr. Vali Nasar 

during the reception.  

Bottom left: The audience thanking the speakers for a wonderful 

and riveting discussion   

Right: Faramand  Kalayah (left) and Ambassador Frank Wis-

ner during the reception 

Photos ©2014 by Namisha Bansal  



When I set out to do a lunch interview with Dr. Michael 
Rywkin, the Director of the National Committee on 
American Foreign Policy’s Central Asian project and the 
resident expert on anything to do with the former Soviet 
Union, he volunteered to pick a restaurant.  Instead of 
finding a neighborhood hangout, Michael Rywkin chose 
Nougatine, an elegant French restaurant in the Trump 
Tower near Columbus Circle. Although a serious scholar, 
his elegant manner and sophisticated tastes hardly per-

sonify the typical college 
professor.  

My first question was how 
he became involved with 
the National Committee on 
American Foreign Policy.   
That was easy to answer he 
replied.  Years ago he met 
another young graduate 
student when they had 
nearby cubicles in Butler 
Library at Columbia Uni-

versity, shared a course and formed a friendship.  The 
other student was George Schwab, and when he became 
involved in founding the NCAFP, he pulled Michael Ry-
wkin, in as well. Their friendship has lasted for over forty 
years, and has much to do with the NCAFP as it exists 
today.   

Articulate, humorous and intelligent, Michael Rywkin 
came to the States by a very circuitous route.  He was 
born in Poland in the town of Vilna, which later became 
Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania.   Michael’s grandfather 
ran a family business in which they imported leather 
from Africa, and gave it to a French tannery for pro-
cessing.  His father upgraded the leathers and sold them 
to the craftsmen supplying haute couture in Paris and this 
ultimately entailed that the small family of three move to 
the French capital. Michael lived in Paris until he was 
nine.   By the time they moved back to Poland he was 
fluent in Polish and French as well as Russian, the native 
language of his Kiev born mother.   

When the Germans invaded Poland in 1939, Michael’s 
father farsightedly had moved the family to Sarny, a small 

Polish town, at the time part of the Soviet occupied 
zone.   But he realized that this was not going to be a 
safe enough haven for his Jewish family, so they set 
forth on a long journey through Dagestan and across 
the Caspian Sea to Central Asia.  They went to Turk-
menistan and then ended up taking a train to Tash-
kent, the capital of the Uzbek SSR.  Upon arrival 
with no place to stay, this cosmopolitan family spent 
the night sleeping on the railroad station square, 
where they were robbed of all their belongings ex-
cept for a suitcase the father managed to hold on to. 
But this homeless family quickly found their feet.   
Michael’s father obtained a job as a bookkeeper in 
the small town of Zaimin near Samarkand, where the 
family lived in a native hut until they moved to a 

Interview with Dr. Michael Rywkin, Director, NCAFP Central 

Asia/Caspian Sea Basin Project  

Upon arrival with no 

place to stay, this 

cosmopolitan family 

spent the night 

sleeping on the railroad 

station square...  
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By Grace Kennan Warnecke  

Dr. Michael Rywkin  



wooden house in another village on the Uzbek-Takzhik 
border where Michael, despite a bout of typhus, graduat-
ed from middle school.    

The family’s security was short lived, however.  The fa-
ther was arrested under article 58 of the Soviet penal 
code and disappeared into the prison system.  The nor-
mal penalty for those convicted under Article 58, dealing 
with “counter revolutionary activities” was either death 
or a minimum sentence of ten years in the gulag, so the 
family feared that they would never see him again.   Six 
months later a neighbor rushed into tell them that he had 
seen Michael’s father on the street walking towards 
home.  Evidently he was released before sentencing on 
condition that he sign a paper saying that he would never 
say anything about this experience.  The family learned 
that during all this time Michael’s father had been in a 
prison in Samarkand.    

With his family reunited he found work as a bookkeeper 
in a local tobacco factory.  Michael then began his higher 
education at Uzbek State University in Samarkand.  The 
fortuitous result was that Michael received a first rate ed-
ucation in far away Central Asia, as many of the profes-
sors had been evacuated from Leningrad State Universi-
ty, probably the most prestigious university in the Soviet 
Union.  Michael’s father had managed to keep the family 
together through his far sightedness and resourcefulness.  
The fact that they all spoke Russian was another key to 
their success.    

At the war’s end, the family returned to Poland, but after 
a year was able to immigrate to Paris and never went 
back.   In Paris, perhaps in reaction from the harsh war 
years, Michael claims he lazed around, enjoying all the 
pleasures of Paris, dropping out of the famous Sciences 
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Po, (Institute d’Etudes Politiques,) and ultimately 
received a diploma from an ordinary academy.  

Michael’s young life took still another geograph-
ical detour.  In Paris he met and married an aristo-
cratic Haitian woman and moved to Haiti.  They 
ultimately had three children.  His father died dur-
ing this period, and his mother moved to America 
to be with relatives.  Her presence and the fact 
that he saw more possibilities in America stimu-
lated Michael to move to the States.   It was the 
one country where his formidable language skills 
did not apply, as he spoke no English.   So he 
spent a year working in a factory in Los Angeles 
and learned the language.   

From then on Michael Rywkin followed a suc-
cessful academic trajectory.   He received an M.A. 
from City College in international relations; and 
then followed it with a PhD from Columbia in 
political science in 1960.  He lectured briefly at 
NYU and Colgate, but settled at City College 
where he taught for thirty years and became direc-
tor of the Russian Area Studies Program.  His ear-
ly marriage ended and he wed an elegant and in-
telligent French countess, Christina de Lailhacar, 
also a Columbia PhD who outdoes Michael by 
speaking five languages. They divide their time 
between their apartment in New York and a cha-
teau in Normandy. 

Despite the fact that he is long retired, Michael is 
now in considerable demand because of his deep 
knowledge of Russia and of Russian and Ukraini-
an history.   He keeps current by reading the Rus-
sian press.  He is now writing articles and recently 
spoke at an NCAFP breakfast briefing, Ukraine: 
Narrative vs. Reality. I asked him what his comment 
would be on the current Russian Ukrainian crisis 
and his reply was cogent:  “The reset button 
worked too well – we are back in the cold war.” 

Dr. Michael Rywkin’s  Uzbek State University ID from 1945 
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Photos from the March 6 event: Rethinking US Cybersecurity Policy Against a Shifting 

Strategic Landscape 

Top left: James A. Lewis (left), 

Rafal Rohozinsky, COL Gregory 

Conti, Angela Kane.  

Bottom left: NCAFP member 

Mary (Bibi) Conrad and Gregory 

Klein during the reception.  

Right:  Andrew Medvedev asking a 

question of the panelists  
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