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Benjamin Rivlin is Director Emeritus of the Ralph Bunche Institute on United Nations and 
Professor Emeritus of Political Science, City University of New York Graduate School & University 
Center, where he previously had served as Executive Officer of the Ph. D. program in Political 
Science and as Dean of Research and University Programs.  He also served as Director of the Inter-
University Doctoral Consortium Project of Columbia, NYU, Fordham, the New School and CUNY.  
Professor Rivlin was on the faculty and chairman of the Department of Political Science at Brooklyn 
College before moving to the CUNY Graduate School.  A graduate of Brooklyn College of CUNY 
(1942), Dr. Rivlin received his M.A. (1947) and Ph.D. (1949) from Harvard University in 
international relations and government. 
 
Dr. Rivlin served during World War II with the office of Strategic Services, Research and Analysis 
Branch on assignment from the U.S. Army.  He was a member of the United Nations Secretariat in 
1948, 1950 and 1953.  At various times he has been a consultant to the State Department, the 
Hoover Commission, the World Bank, and the World Jewish Congress.  In addition to teaching at 
the City University, he has been visiting professor at Columbia University, the School of Advanced 
International Studies of Johns Hopkins University and New York University.  In 1956-1957, he held 
a Fulbright Faculty Research Fellowship in France and North Africa.  Dr. Rivlin is a founding 
member of the Academic Council on the United Nations System (ACUNS). 
 
Benjamin Rivlin’s research interests are international politics, particularly international organization, 
world order, regionalism and foreign policy analysis, comparative politics, with an interest in 
developing political systems in North Africa and the Middle East, religion and politics and Islam.  In 
terms of higher education, he has a specialty in inter-institutional cooperative and consortial 
agreements, public policy, and resource allocation. 
 
His publications include books, monographs and articles on various aspects of UN affairs.  His 
latest publications are Ralph Bunch: The Man and His Times, (ed.), New York, Holmes & Meier, 
1990, The Challenging Role of the UN Secretary-General, (ed.), with Leon Gordenker, Praeger, 
1993,  “The UN Reform Conundrum” in American Foreign Policy Interests, October 2005, “The 
UN’s Frustrating Quest for Peace” in The Christian Networks Journal, Spring 2005 and "UN 
Reform from the Standpoint of the United States", UN University Lectures, 11, Tokyo, 1996. 
 
He received a Presidential Medal from Brooklyn College in 1980 and a Presidential Medal from the 
CUNY Graduate School & University Center.  At the Ralph Bunche Institute he has organized a 
series of public seminars on UN affairs each semester for twenty years. 
 


